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POX’S LECTURES. 
Amongst Methodists and sume Methodistical Calvinists 
there is more of an unaginative re ligion than perhaps has 
ever existed, (except where secluded situation, e@iacreas- 
ing information, and aptness of local scenery, have pre- 
served superstiiions,) without being dissipated by inquiry, 
or calling in the aid of those sensible representations and 
daily ceremonies, which so comm nly follow and super- 
cede, aad though intended ar a fortiess, remain as a mon- 
imert. ‘hey hove a vin ention of that huruatis 
Deity, whom the liturvic worshippers only describe in 
Liveried angels jackey them in their daily occu- 
pations, or wait at the gates of their chapels to carry to 
heaven iotelligence of « ronvietions and conversions. ‘The 
very devil of their school-book pictures haunts their paths, 
whispers in their ears, and personally superintends their 
domestic troubles. Their hell is literally a brimstone lake ; 
and their heaven, the temple, or city, with the material 
giory of (cod, and the robes, psalms, crowns, and songs of 
the apocalypse. They lose the proselytes who take to 
thinking ; and the rest would speedily disband, did a 
splendid Cetholic establishment offer them an asylum. _ 
HH: appily, a better destiny is prepared for them by bell 
and Lancaster.* 
Genuine Calvinism is of a much more intellectual cast. 
It is framed for powerand permanence. It despises cere- 
mony, and rules the feelings with a rod of iron. It has all 
the energy of Mahometanism, in its most vigorous days, 
Lut without these seeds of weaknes? which so soon sprung 
up in its prosperity. The perpetual modifications of mo- 
dern Calvinists have deprived the system of much of the 
yloomy grandeur, stern consistency, and almost omnipo- 
tent contro! over the mind, which belonged to it originally 
‘Those advocates have hereby shown their own amiability, 
their respect for the Scriptures, and the approximation o/ 
their party towards pure Christianity. They have suffer- 
d rcasou to step beyond her allotted province in their 
reed, where she is treated as a slave, and employed todo 
the drudgery of completing and cementing parts, but not 
illowed to touch the foundations of the fabric. Calvinism 
is great only when taken asa whole ; and then formidable 
because, on erroneous principles, and ior perverted objects, 
it exercises so much the powers of the understanding, and 
so completely pervades the mind with its tyrannous influ- 
ence. It does not enfeeble or degrade, but embitter, dark- 
en, and pervert the soul. The effects of this system on so- 
ciety are in strong contrast with those re sulting from the 
milder and purer faith delineated in the last le cture. 
The character of God is exhibited in different lights. — 
It may be said by all that he is supremely excellent, but 
the agreementis only verbal, for the details of this « xcel- 
lence display a complete contrariety. The opposite be- 
lievers trace it in God as loving all his creatures, and as 
loving only a part; as forming all for happines, and as 
foredooming numbers to misery ; and as making us indi- 
vidually responsible, and as condemning and saving by 
moral substitution ; as forgiving free ly on repentance, and 
as dispensing mercy only alter a satisfaction to his justice ; 
AS pees to correct, and as condemning vindictively, 
and forever. Have these opposite believers the same no- 
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fessed, that they should alike recognize it in their God. 
ut if each believe in the absolute perfection of his God, 
their notions of moral excellence must be widely differcat, 
of that excellence to which they render their highest admui- 
ration, by which they form their own characters, and the 
imitation of which is the first principle of their rehygion. 
-o far as this dark notion of the Deity is unchecked by the 
vative movements of the heart, the unequivocal precepts 
of religion, and the intermixture of better principles, it 
tends to form a gloomy bigot, miscrable in iimisel!, : 


tnd has cot the nelivoa that conversion fiom sin to foi 
ness is an immediate and miraculous work of the Foiy 
¢pirit on the mind, which no human power can attain, and 
when attained, no human power destroy, an influence on 
society to be deprecated by the philanthropist? Dees it 
not produce presumption in some, and despair in others ¢ 
it has produced them widely and dreadfu'ly. How 
rable his state, who believes in election, but is unconvinced 
and in miraculous couveision, which 
be cannot satisfy himself that he hasever felt; over whose 
devoted head have rolled, in imagination, t! 
Almighty wrath; who feels himself already fettered in 
every limb, and waiting for execution; with kno hand on 
earth to aid, no pitying voice from beayen to speak thx 
words of mercy and of power, the conscious, helpless child 
of depravity and of misery, of everlasting misery! And sup- 
pose this much desired conviction gained ; his eternal salwa- 
tion is now secure; be may, to use a favorite expression 
* fall foully, but not finally.’ How immense the distance 
tween him & the beings amongst whom he lives and movi 
He, a child of God—they, cbildren of the devil ; his min 
the illumined and purified residence of the Holy Gh 
theirs, the abode of total and invincible depras ‘ity; & 
clothed with the spotless robe of imputed mghteoug 
while their seeming virtues are but splendid sins. Ali 
they may seem to human eye, there is the awiul differ 
of spiritual life and death, the favor and w ; ath of God, 
an eternal destiny of joy\and anguish. !s human n@ 
to be trusted on this giddy elevation? Is this a faith we 
‘** worketh by love ?”? or is it not in danger of 
the source of pride, censoriousness, presuim pur 
fishness ? 

Not only is heaven supposed to be the peculiar inhe 
ance of the elect ; and saving faith, the faith of Caivini 
more or less rigorously interpreted, an indispensable mé 
of election ; but earth is preserved only for their sakes, (8) 
be the scene of their redemption, calling and sanctification, 
and when their number is completed, this goodly and glo-— 
rious frame of things is to be dashed to pieces like useless 
machinery. 


! ' 
Gepio-~ 


thunders of 


bec o 
ns and 


‘¢ Thus shall this moving engine last 
Till all bis saints are gathered in, 
Then for the trumpet’s dreadful blast 
To shake it all to dust again !” 
WATTS. 
The benevolent feelings must be injured, and very much 
limited in their operation, by such theories. It is not sur- 
prising, however it may be deplored, that they should lead 
to such views of the endless misery of others, as are ex- 





pressed in the following extract from the writings of one of 
the ablest defenders of Calvinism : 





oe 








of ‘ie damned. 
ascendeth up for ever and ever 
Lormente d i 
inthe presence of the Lamb. So shall they be; 
tormented m the presence of the 
zarnts ! |! 


glorified 


‘Hereby will saints be rendered more senst- 
ble how great their salvation is; when they see | 
how great the misery is from which God has sav- 
ed them, and how great adifl-rence’ he has made 
between their sta 
were by nature, and eee for atime by prac-| 
tice, more sinfal and hell-deserving thanany.  It:, 
will givethem a greater sense of the wonderful-, 
ness of God’s grace towards them !—Every time! 
they look upon the damned, it will excite in them 








. a noe . | versal Salvation to be every thing but what itis. Every 
Sia a lively and admiring sense of the grace of God} i 1: 
4a “* . ,candid mind must be satisfied, that such procedings are 
Re in making them to differ, | : 
f : ‘* The sight of hell-torments will exalt the h: up _{naot only unfair, but highly dishonorable, and unworthy the 
= piness of the saints for ever' it will not only ip ‘hristian ; and if we might, without giving offence, freely 
. make them more sensible of the greatness and | express our opinion, we should say—that no man, having a 
freeness of the grace of God in their happiness, | claim to the appellation of Christian, would wilfully mis 
butit will really minake their happiness the great-| represent the views or belief of another, or strive to make 
toe 
er, as tt will make them more sensible of their! (him appear vile and contemptible im the eyes of mankind 
own happiness. It wilt give them amore lively, lon account of his FAvrn. 
iz : > t > ) -_ » - ‘ 
f a velish for it; it will make them prize it the more, | ‘The writer of the following letter, persuaded of our hb- 
; when they see others who were of the same na-| 
; id ; 'eral views and designs, bas sent it for publication, and 
k ture, and bern under the same circumstances, | 
eer wack gieove and th a aa? ‘has notified the Rev’d Mr. Burhans, thata reply from him 
plunged into such misery, and they so distinguish- = 
1. ed! Ob! it will make them sensible how happy | . would be readily inserted in the Inquirer. The subject. 
bY thev are : A sense of the Oppo: site misery, in all contained in the lette r, has at different times agit: ated the 
th cases. greatly increases the relish of any joy or | Christian world, and there has been many able writers on 
a” pleasure | | both sides of the question. It is now before the public, 
; Mi This paseage, as to the spirit which it breathes, not only in America, but in Europe. People generally 
ele the system from which it flowed, or the effect of | n: ay not have looked into the merits of the subject. —It 


ihat system upon the social feelings of our nature, 
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The design in presenting the Religious Inquirer to the 
iblic, was to invite a free and friendly discussion of those 
bints of doctrine, on which there is sucha diversity of 
non. § Truth <an lose nothing by investigation. The 
fledge of the truth, on the momentous concerns of]. 
nity, is to be desired by all rational beings; hence it 
id by the wise man, “ Wisdom is the principal thing, 

fe get wisdom, and with all thy getting get under- 
= Again—“ Buy the truth, and sell it not ; also 
s and instruction, and understanding.” 

e 2 Inquirer presents to its readers, the earnest re- 
it, “* Come now, and let us reason together.’ We 

ve long been persuaded that a vast portion of professing 
Christians have embraced their system of faith without 
due examination, and are entirely ignorant of the natural 
tendency of their religious tenets. It was our desire to 
bring those by whom this paper might be read, to a crit- 
ical examination, not only of their own views on these im- 
portant subjce 





s, but also of the sentiments we micht offer. 





te and the state of others, whol neglected. 


> may be worth their while to examine it. 
> § es no col ent. } ‘ . es 
rei yir n omment | readily insert the letter, fully persuaded that on whicheve 
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‘The saints in heaves will behold the pitmwale and if we ideal in advancing any rele contrary to “the 
The smoke of their torments ‘ Law and testimony,” the error might be poiated out 

q ‘hey shall be! not only for our good, but for the geod of the public, to 
n the pres ence of the holy angels, and -whom the Inquirer is sent, and who may see cause, in 
|many instances, to change their faith, from evidences laid 


| before them on the subject of Universal Salvation. 


lor reasons unknown to us,‘ all friendly discussion has 


thus far been carefully avoided—and our offer of the col- 
umns of the Jnguirer, for any retharks that tend to disprove 


the doctrine of God’s Universal Benevolence, has bees 


But while this public discussion has been 


woided, we learn from different quarters, of the most 


frOss ny of the views and belief of Uni- 


versalists, and unceasing labors to prejudice the minds of 


his people against it, by representing the system of Uni- 


We there/ore, 


side the truth is, it will lose nothing by investigation. 
[Epiror. 
FOR THE INQUIRER. 
To the Rev. Mr Burhans, Pastor of the Episcopal 
Church, Newtown. 
SIR, 

Having heard of your conversation respect- 
ing the Universalists not believing in the Saviour 
Jesus Christ, and having heard you : say that they 
believe him to be nothing more than a mere man 
I think proper to inform you that you have mis- 
represented their sentiments in an unjustifiable 
manner. ‘l'o believe, (say you.) that Jesus Chris! 
is not the Almighty Father, is to sap the very 
foundation of the Christian religion. If the word 
Trinitarian, be substituted for the word Christian, 
soas to read Trinitarian religion, 1 have no- ob 
jection. 

The Scriptures ought to have a decided prefet 
ence to the doctrines of men, and I think they 
are explicit in distinguishing between the Fathe: 
and the Son. Jesus Christ is called a man in the 


Scriptures—(not a mere man, a sinner 
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person,) but the 6 «Man Chris t Jesos.’ “ Jesus, 
Christ the righteous, who did no sin, ia was 
vuile found in his mouth.” ‘ Ye men of Israel,, 
hear these words, Jesus of Nazareth, a man ap- 
proved of God among you, by miracles, and won- 
ders, and signs, which God did by him,” &c? Acts: 
is. 22. If there isnot a Being mentioned here,’ 
distinct from God, and inferior to him, I can see: 
no meaning in language. 
If Jesus Christ is really God and the Son of God 
ben he is the son of himself, and is his own Fa- 
ther; and is no more the Son of God, than God 
is his Son! ‘Yo say of two persons exactly of, 
the same age, that one of them is a real son of; 
(he ether, 1s to confound good sense. Revelations! 
i. 14, proves beyond the possibility of refut ition | 
that he. (the Mediator, or Christ Jesus,) is a cre- 
ated Being ; where it is said th: it he is ‘the be-! 
ginning of the creation ofGod.” His dependency’ 
is s proved by his frequent Prayers to his Father. 


That he acknowledged a Superior while on earth! we ll with his practice. 
I 


is evident from many passages which might be!he seems to think he has satisfactorily shown that 
ithe Scriptures are perfectly ‘* intelligible and 


quoted. See St. John v.19. Christ here says, 
thatthe Soncan do nothing of himself, but what 
he seeththe Father do. St. Mark says, see chap. 
xii. 32. But of that day and hour knoweth no 


man, no, not the angels which are in heaven, nei-} plain that ‘hew ho runs may read and understand,’ 


ther the Son, but the Father.” 
This passage positively says that the Son did 
not know of this day himself—of course he is not 
the alwise Creator of the universe. Now, Rev'd 


make three Gods as completely as wor de can ex- 


. maketh free,” viz. that “asin Adam all die, even 
so in Christ shall all be made alive.” 





Yet | think i in so doing you wi thd 
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press. If you wish to stigmatize Unive rsalists or 
their doctrines, | hope you will be so geen as to 
send your communications to the Editor of th: 
Religious Ingutrer. 

T oconclude—Think not that l mean any dis 
‘Tes pect to you, or to the religion you profess ; but 
‘consider me an advocate for the truth © whicl 


1 Corin 
thians xv. 22. 3 
A FRIEND TO TRUTH. 

Newtown, Vay 5. 1822. 


FOR THE INQUIRER. a 

Mr. Editor, a || 
S{R—It appears to me that Trenchard, in his 

6th No. (contained 1 in the 12th No. of the Inguir- 
er,) advances sentiments w hich do not accord very 
In his former Numbers, 


adapted to the capacity’? of the human family.—- 
inthis No. he says, ‘* viewing the subject, there 
fore, in this light; considering revelation as so 


and that the substance of its requirements and ob- 
ligations are so simple that they may be under 
stood by the capacity of a child, it must fill the 
mind witb astonishment, to contemplate the cxer- 





. I willgive you the opinion of an Universalist 
iets the Mediator, and that too, in the lan- 
guage of everlasting truth. Philippians ii. 9— 

Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, 
and given him a name which is above every name.’ 
For this exaltation and name he was dependant 
on the Father, and received therm from him.— 
Where there is any thing given there “4 be a 
giver, who is superior to the receiver. St. John 
mm. 35. ‘* The Father loveth the Son, and hath 
given all things into his hand.”’ Also Matt. xi. 27. 
os ae things are delivered unto me of my Father.” 
St. John xvii 2. Matt. xxviii, 18“ All power 
is given unto mein heaven and in earth.” Here 
we see that this power was given him, and I think 
the giver must be the Almighty Creator and up- 
holder of the universe ; the receiver, the Man 
Christ Jesus. That aminister of the gospel should 
so misrepresent the sentiments of believers in the 
gos pel G God yh aertonee to Abraham, and say, that 
they deny the Saviour, when they believe ‘him to 
be the Saviour of the world, is to me truly aston- 
ishing. 
Christ should use such means, when they have an 
opportunity to publish their sentiments, & refute 
the arguments of Universalist, especially when 
they can do it free of expence, as the columns of 
the Religious Inquirer are open to ali; and you, 
Rev. Sir, can have an opportunity to prove the 
doctrine ofthe Trinity, ‘* three distinct persons in 


‘the Godhead, the same ineubstance, equal in pow- | 


1 regret that professed ministers of 





















tions, the learning, and the labor, which have 
been bestowed upon it.”” He then asks the que 
tion, ‘* How is this enigma to be explained _ 
He has answered it himself, in the Jatter part 
his article—and if he will abide by the rule wh 
he wishes others to follow, that is, discontinue 
explanations of the Scriptures, there will be ¢ 
the less zealous controversial advocate, whe, 
aught I know, may be actuated by * the exha 
less source of all human ills, the se/fish Passo 

man and the devices of the human heart.’ 

1 think Trenchard, writes too much hims 

condemn it altogether in others—and possibl 
may be laboring under as great errors as he a 
butes to Ecclesiastics, for attempling ‘to solve 
difficulties, and lay open the counsels of the 
mighty ;”’ for he intimates that there is no nee 
sity, nor use, in all the various volumes of Ser~._ 
mons, ‘* Commentaries, Expositions, and Iilas= 
trations,”’ of the Scriptures. —Why did he not ~ 
add ‘* Explications,” to the list? If he had done 
this, | might have agreed with him, in part, at 
least, although I do not wish to be understood to 
have the least desire to curtail his right io use his 
penas he pleases. But if the Scriptures are so 
plain as to necd no capresnng, why is it that he at- 
tempts to simplify its contents 7 I think, (and pos- 
sibly with him,) that many of ais subjects which 
are attempted to be explained, had better be let 
alone.—But to say that the capac ity of achild can 
anderstand from the Scriptures, without any other 
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i instraction, our whole duty to God and our fellow ed, that revelation is, and must be, or it would 4 
is men, is, at least, taking a bold stand. cease to he revelation, intelligible, and adapted 
y Suppose 7T'renchard an Univ: rsalist, (ov an Uni- | to the ordinary capacity of mankind = The write: 

. ; farian.) Be it so. He andoubtedly thinks his) of the foregoing, had he read Trenchard with at- 

} own views of God, and heavenly things, ave the tention, and had understood what he read, could 

most, or only correct ones.— Allowing this, does;not have fallen into so great an error as to syp- ° 

} ne suppose that all men will, trom the Bible, | pose him guiity of the inconsistency of declaring 

| without the Jeast human instruction, form ideasjall expositions and illustrations of the Bible, use- 

that will coincide exactly, or nearly so, with his|less and pernicious, at the same time, that he was ; 
4 own? Ifso, why is it that we are called upen to| writing long * explications of the Scriptures,” 7 
ane upport sach 2 numerous class of men, in each de- himself. | 


ne ees. ayer e 





Ais “ nomination of Christians, for the sole purpose of 
*\ expounding the Scriptures ?—Why not dismiss 
them altogether ? 


seriously propose to his own society—that they 


. 


Perhaps J’renchard had better, in the first place, iject, were unnecessary or unprofitable ? 
‘a person expose the evil tendency and the perm- 


; 
| 


Is itso, that a person is guilty of inconsisten- 
jcy, because he writes himself, in order to prove 
‘that the writings of others upon a particular sub- 
Cannot 


should not attempt, in future, to explain any por-jctous consequences of controversial writings, 


tie tion of the Scriptures-—-have no preaching—no | 
ue sermons, or works of any kind which have any 


verse upon the subject, (because this might have 
the same tendency to lead the mind astray, as 
writing.) among themselves, or with an individual 
of any other society, since all such attempts to ex- 
plain and instruct, are useless, and worse than 
useless, as they only tend to beclond the mind.—- 


if he believes his own ideas correct, it 1s natural 
. (9 suppose that he would be pleased to have them 
ie ' adopted by mankind, generally. Does he expect 


‘ this will ever happen, unless he, or some one else, 
should undertake to instruct them? [think not. 























eo ! am fond of seeing in print, the ideas of the 
nN difierent persuasions of Christians ; but above all 
) ae i like to have them write consistently with sound 
| | reason. ‘** That's all,” 
, CEILIAD. 
hs REMARKS. 
it is apparent that the writer of the above, has 
taken only a glimpse, (as by his signature he seems 
, disposed to totimete,) of the several numbers 


signed ‘* Trenchard,’’ which have been publish- 
ed in the Inquirer. He has not even understood 
the swhject of those numbers ; but seems to sup- 
pose that the object of ‘* Trenchard,” is to er- 


e subject, and the object of the writer, imagines 
p has been guilty of great inconsistency. 

It is not the intention of T'rcnehurd, to attempt 
D explain the Scriptures himself, but to examine 
e expositions ofothers. It was his intention to 
Bxhibit a view of the nature and extent of the 
Means, which have and do now exist, for the ex- 
Position of the sacred writings, to examine what 
y necessity there is for these extraordinary means, 
~and what have been the effects of them.—In con- 
sidering the second branch of the subject, and at- 
tempting to prove that the extraordinary exertions 
which had been noticed, were unnecessary, he 
was led incidentally into a consideration of the 
Scriptures, so far only, as respects their interpye- 
tation, and persuades himself he has demonstrat- 





ain the Scriptures ; and having mistook both | 


) 


without being guilty of the same offence 
The writer 1s equally mistaken in supposing 


reference to the Scriptures, published-—nor con-'that Jrenchurd has asserted that a/l expositions 


and illustrations of the Scriptures are useless and 
worse than useless. Yrenehard has laid down no 
such proposition as this ;—he has maintained that 
the Scriptures were plain and intelligible, and as- 
serted that their essential obligations and require 
ments could be understood by the capacity of a 
child. This last, was rather a figurative expres- 
sion, but if understood literally, it falls greatly 
short of the statement which the writer ascribes 
to Trenchard.— To say that the essential require- 
ments of the Scriptures are adapted to the capact- 
ty of a child, is not to say, that ‘all explanations 
of the Scriptures are useless, and worse than use- 
less.’—T hat the essential requirements and ob- 
ligations of Christianity are so plain as to be adapt 
ed to the most ordinary capacity, Is unqnestiona- 
bly true. —This position is not new, but has been 
maintained by some of the ablest writers that the 
world has witnessed—by Mr. Locke, Sir Isaac 
Newton, and many others. butit does not follow 
itrom this, that all explanations of the Scriptures 
are useless, and worse than useless, The essen 
tial obligations of the gospel may be perfectly 
plain, so much so, that none can mistake them 
yet there may be many parts and passages in the 
Scriptures which require explanation. 

But if Trenchard had represented that all ex 
planation of the Scriptures, was unnecessary and 
pernicious, he would not be justly chargable with 
practising different trom what he writes, tn 
consequence of his explaining them himself so far, 
as might be necessary to substantiate this propo. 
sition. The Scriptures may be so simple and in- 
telligible as to require no explanation, yet in con 
sequence of their having been corrupted, per 
verted, and misinterpreted, much ‘ explication’’ 


them—to restore them to their original simplicity 
and purity.—This is precisely the cave ; the 


much is required to be done, to reinove the tolse 











inierpretations, the metaphysical subtieties, the 


may be necessary to the correct understanding of 


Scriptures require little or no explanations, but 
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inc omprehensible dogmas, and the innumerable 
absurdities, with which they have been disgra- 
ed, 

The advocates of truth, who maintain the sim- 
licity and sonableness of Christianity, have, 
e ‘nough to do to remove the errors, and counteract 
the frauds and deceptions of priestcratt, and the 


pi rea 














; dclasions of superstition and fanatacism. we 
ficligeus total 
HARTFORD, ©\TURDAY, MAY 25, 1822. 











SIN 


AGAINST THE HOLY GHOST. 
in compliance with the wishes of several of our 
subse ribers, we invite the attention of the readers 
f the Inquirer, to an explanation of Matt. xii. 32, 
ind Mark iii. 29. 
And 


wy 


whose. 


ver 
man, 


speak eth a word against the 
it shall be forgiven him: but 
vhosoever speaketh against the floly Ghost, 
it shall not be e forgiven him, neither in this 
world, neither in the world to come.” 
gut he that shall blaspheme against the Holy 
Ghost, hath never forgiveness, but isin danger 
of eternal damna tion. 

‘This sin against the Holy Ghost, is called, by 
many, the UNPaRBONABLE SiN. By what authori- 
ty itisso denominated, we know not : it certainly 
not authorized in the Bible; we no where 
read of an unpardonable sr. It is probable that 
the construction given to the word wor.p, has 
ied some to take the same liberty to apply the 
verm UNPARDONAELE, while the less informed have 
eubmitted to its use. When illustrating those 
passages on which so much dependence has been 
plac ed, as being full evidence in proof of the doc- 
trine of cruel unmerciful punishment, it is neces- 
sary that we be particular in noticing every part 
delonging to them, not only by way of explanation, 
but also to show that the use that is made of them, 
or the sentimenis drawn from them, is not only 
caconsistent with good sense, but in direct opposi- 
tion to certain leading points of doctrine embraced 
vy those who thus use them. 

It may be well to inquire, on what is the end- 
less misery of mankind predicated ? It will be 
said, the infinite nature ofsin. That sin is infinite 
in its — e, a3 committed against an infinite Be- 
ing ; ; or, being the violation of an infinite law, the 
sinner is deserving of endless punishment. ‘Let 
the reader then bear in mind, that endlesss pun- 
ishment is the effect of infinite crime. 

We now inquire why ell manner of sins and 
blaspheinies, shall be forgiven unto men, but the 
blasphemy against the Holy Ghost, not forgiven, 
neither in this worid, neither in the world to 
come ? What answer can be given, but that this 
sin is of greater magnitode than all others, and a 
much greate: degree of criminality attached to 
it. But if sin is infinite in its nature, how can one 
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sin be greater than another ? There can be no 
\degree in that which is infinite. We have often 
| been told that every sin, either in thought, word, 
lor action, renders us deservedly obnoxious to the 
divine law, and justly deserving of the wrath 
and curse of God to all eternity. Now if sin, 
‘even the most minute, renders us deserving of 
‘endless punishment, no sin, however great, can 
deserve more.—But as there can be no diflerence 
jin degree, of that which is infinite, there can be 
ino exercise of principle that can forgive one, or 
ilifty kinds of sin, and no: forgive the whole. To 
say that sin is infinite, and yet that one sin is more 





“lhetnous, or worse than another, is as absurd as to 


say, here is one thing better than the best, and 
there ts another, worse than the worst—or, here 
is a thing which is infinitely good—but another is 
much better 

Bya careful examination of the passages, the 
idea which presents itself to the mind is, that there 
is one sin of greater turpitude and malignancy 
than all others, and consequently deserving of 
greater and severer punishment. Therefore. as 
one sin is more malignant than another, and de- 
serving of severer punishment, sin cannot be infi- 
nite in its nature. Consequently, as ENDLESS 
MISERY is predicated on the notion of infinite sin, 
sin not being infinite, endless misery falls to the 
ground 

We will now proceed to inquire, in what this 
sin against the Holy Ghost consists. There is 
much difficulty among the different believers in 
endless misery, as to what constitutes the sin, or 
whether men, at the present day, can commit it. 
Many, who are very ready to make use of those 
passages, are u. wile, when questioned, to give 
any direct or definite answer—especially the be- 
lievers inthe final perseverance of the saints. It 
is sometimes stated that this sin consists in acting 
contrary to Licnt and knowledge—to the evidence 
we have of our duty to God. Before a man can 
act contrary to this light and knowledge, he cer- 
tainly must possess this light and knowledge.— 
Can he possess these, while in a state of total de- 
pravity, and alienation from God? Surely not. 
Then it can only be those who are enlightened ; 
or who have before them the most convincing ev- 
idence, and who yet act contrary to that which 
their own senses tell them is true. 

Can the elect commit this crime ? Can they, 
after being enlightened, haying enjoyed the evi- 
dence of divine truth, and experienced the influ- 
ence of the sp'rit of God—fall away soas never to 
be forgiven ? No, this isnotadmitted. Willthe 
non-elect who do not sin against the Holy Ghost 
be saved ? NO, will be the reply. ‘Then it ap- 
pears the elect cannot commit it and be lost for 
ever. But the non-elect will be, though they 
should not commit it. Reader, look at the text— 
‘* All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be for- 
given unto men; but the blasphemy agains ey the 
Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unto m: 
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Now say, who you will believe ? Christ, or your 
present teachers. It is thought by some, that the 
crime cannot be committed at the present day, 
while others are unwilling toexpress any opinion ; 
but all are nevertheless very ready to use the 
passage in favor of endless punishment. Ri 
Marx, has explicitly told us, in what this sin 
consists, and by attending to his testimony we not 
only find what it is, but also who committed it. 
ae ** Because they said, He hath an unclean spirit.” 
ahr ue Mark iii 50. Who was charged with having an 
Pa unclean spirit? Christ.—Who thus charged him ? 
is The Scribes and Pharisees ; those violent oppo- 
ers of the Redeemer and his gospel. What were 
the circumstances which produced this charge 
wainst hin? Healing the blindanddumb. The 
Saviour, in the faithful discharge of his mission, 
as ind in attestation of the same, performed ma- 
ha ny miracles. These he did without regard to 
: place or time. $ 








On a certain Sabbath, He went 
into the Synagogue, and found there a man with a 
withered arm.—He healed him.—Leaving the 
Synagogue, they brought to him one possessed 
with a Devil, blind and damb; and he healed 
him, insomuch that the blind and dumb both 
spake and saw. ‘The people beholding these 
things were amazed, anc said, is not this the son 
of David? The Pharisees observing the influence 
he was obtaining with the people—said, This fel- 
low doth not cast ont devils but by Beelzebub the 


; prince of the Devils. Here was a degree of ma- 
| lignancy seldom exceeded. The miracle was of 


such a nature as to demonstrate to every behold- 
t er, that it was not done by the agency of the dev- 



























sing the praises of God. Who could believe that 
. ‘Te this was performed by demoniacal agency ? What! 

thy the devil at war with himself, and at work to des- 
iroy his own kingdom and power ? If delivering 
man from sickness, tribulation, or affliction, can 
ve considered an evidence of divine goodness. 
here it was displayed in the most ample manner. 
Yet blinded by their prejudices and led away by 
their traditions, they determined to support at all 
hazards, their peculiar sentiments. ‘Therefore 


rejudice and bigotry, the Pharisees said, he by 
deelzebub the prince of devils casts out devils. 
_ We ask the reader to reflect one moment on 
the objection brought against the system of God’s 
"Universal benevolence, and see, whether there 


the Pharisees, displayed at the present day. 
the, commandments otf God—to love God with all 


the heart, and their neighbour as themselves— 
which requires that they should be long-suffer- 
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ith base malignant passions, the offspring of 


© 4s not something very like this sin committed by 


Is not that doctrine. which brings forth good 
will to all mankind, which teaches men to obey 


ee 


another, and doing good to each other, said to be 
of the devil—the devil’s doctrine ?—and its min- 
isters, the servants and ministers of Satan? They 
said of Christ, He hath a devil—and he speaks 
thus to his desciples, ‘‘If they have called the 
master of the house Beelzebub, how much more 
shall they call them of his household.” 

Having presented the reader with an idea of, in 
what this sin consists, and who committed it, we 
shall proceed in our next number, to notice the 
punishment, and show the proper signification of 
the word wortp—the misrepresentation of which 
has caused all the difhculty in understanding the 
text. 








(To be Continued.) 


UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY IN ALBANY. 

It is with much pleasure we learn, that a Universalist So 
ciety has been formed in the City of Albany. They 
have engaged the Rev. George B. Lisher, to preach to 
them the gospel of peace--have selected a scite fora 
house for public worship, and are enge zed in raising 
money by subscription, to build the same.-—The fol 
lowing is their statement of Faith.—Ep. 

STATEMENT OF FAITH, 

OF THE FIRST 
UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY IN ALBANY. 
Whereas the Constitution and laws of this state 
have granted to every man the unalienable right 
of worshipping the Supreme Being agreeably to 
the dictates of his own conscience—We, there- 
fore, in the earnest desire of supporting the doc. 


iM il. Tt was an act of benevolence, delivering the|trine which appears to us consonant to revelation 
it poor man from the bondage of the devil, opening|and reason, do resolve to form ourselves into a 
4 ihe eyes of the blind to behold the beauties of} Society, and to adopt, as the fundamental princi 
iat creation, and unloosing the tongue of the dumb to| ples of the doctrine which we profess—and that 


all things may be done decently, and in order— 
the following summary statement of Faith. 

STATEMENT OF FAITH. 
We believe in one God, the Creator, Preserv- 
er, Benefactor, and final Saviour of all men— 
whose infinite wisdom, power, and goodness, are 
displayed in the visible works of his hands—and 
especially in the revelation of his never-ending 
goodness to man in the sacred scriptures, through 
the man Christ Jesus, who hath abolished death, 
and brought life and immortality to light through 
the gospel. 

Bost. Univer. Mag. 
1 oneaeneel 
From Plain Truth. 

A crusader, somewhere among the Indians of 
the West, hassent for publication, to the Boston 
Recorder, the following account of aysupGMesT : 

‘An application being made in the western 
country, for articles of produce, to go down the 
Ohio to the Missionary establishments among the 
ladians, a certain individaal engaged to give for 











ing, forbeariag one with another, forgiving one 





this purpose two bushels of wheat. But his sel: 
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fish feelings returning the next day, he thought 
one bushel would be enough ; if every body would 
give one bushel, it would be a great deal. He 
therefore measured back one bushel, and left it 
onthe barn floor. But while he was gone to car- 
ry the other bushel to the boat, the best cow he 
had, got into the barn, and ate so much of the 
wheat he had left, that, before he returned, she 
was dead! The man says, he will never rob God 
again.” 

Had all the butter that could have been made 
trom this unfortunate cow been pledged, by the 
owner, beforehand, to go into the Missionary 
treasury, this wheat, instead of doing an injury to 
the animal, would doubtless have been the means 
of her producing, the next evening, twenty-five 
or thirty gallons of pure cream! Indeed, it is 
somewhat probable that it would have been ready 
churned !!! 

—_— 
RAG-BAG SOCIETY. 

We are informed that in some parts of the state 
of New-York, where, all the ‘* forms of Godli- 
ness”’ of the ‘‘ sober dissenters’’ of New- England, 
as they formerly used to call themselves, have 
been transplanted with the emigrants from this 
section of the Union, even the pious zeal of the 
cecendants of the Pilgrims in the cause of Mis- 
sions, has been surpassed. We have Foreign Mis- 
sionary Societies—Domestic Missionary Societies 
—Societies Auxilliary to Foreign Missions—Hart- 
ford County Missionary Society—Cent Societies 
Mite Societies—Tract Societies—Bible Societies 
—and Societies for Educating pious Young Men ; 
we have Missionary Fields—Missionary Almanacs 
~—and Missionary Sermons; we have places of 
deposit, for old clothes—for the produce of the 
farm—of the garden, and the dairy—for the goods 
of the merchant—the fabrics of the manufacturer 
-—we have Missionary Almoners, and Missionary 
Beggars, regularly appointed and commissioned, 
of every description and grade, from the learned 
Doctor of Divinity, down to the parish deacon, 
and the untaught and untongued Lay-Preacher.— 
We have Missionary schemes for flattering money 
from the rich—for extorting it from the poor, and 
for tything all—-for reaping where others have 
sown, and for gathering where they strewed not 
—for wringing from the hand of honest industry, 
its hard-earned pittance—and even from the sim- 
ple kitchen Maid, the tythe of her weekly wages. 
The fears of some are appealed to, and the pride 
of others; some are threatened with hell in an- 
other world, and others with losing their reputa- 
tion in this. —T he tax-gatherers pursue their vic- 
tims in public and in private, at the church and at 
the fire-side ; and, like the Frogs of Egypt, they 
find their way into our neading-troughs.—We 
have all these, and many other pious means of 
supporting Missions, in this State ; yet we are one 
atep behind our Missionary brethren in the State 


to complete the system—this is what is very ap- 
propriately called, the ‘* Rag-Bag Society.” 
Would any one wish to know from whence this 
Missionary Society takes its name ? It is from 
the object of the society, which, to aid the cause 
of Missions, maintains at its own cost and charge a 
‘¢ Missionary Rag-Bag.’’ ‘These bags are piaced 
at the churches, conference houses, &c. where 
those who have nothing else to give, or who have 
already given every thing else they possessed 
when they pass, throw into the ** Missionary Rag- 
jag,” a handful of rags. —At the end ofeach week 
the bags are taken to the place of deposit of the 
Society, and emptied of their contents. —W hethe: 
the rags are then sold for money, or made into pa- 
per to be sent to India for publishing the Bible in 
the Hindoo language, we are not informed. 
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BENEVOLENCE. 
Happy is the man who is free from envy, who 
wishes and rejoices in his neighbor’s prosperity, 
being contented with his own condition, and de- 
lighted at the good fortune of those around him ; 
his sympathetic breast beats in unison with the 
sufferer, and from bis little store bestows a gen 
erous mite to the children of poverty. Enjoy- 
ment atteads him through the various walks 
of life, and misfortune rests lightly on his 
head ; the morsel which he eats is sweet and 
nourishing ; the water which he dricks is cool 
and refreshing ; and the straw which supports 
his weary limbs soothes him in soft forgetfulness 
When he visits his neighbor in trouble, such be 
nignity appears in his countenance, that the eye of 
sorrow wears a smile, and the distressed breas! 
ceases to heavea sigh. Likea minister of peace 
he is received among them, and his words prove 
the oil of consolation. Surely he, above the rest 
of his fellow mortals, partakes of heaven here be- 
ow, and a bhss which none but the virtuous ever 
claim. Plain Truth. 


CALFINISTIC DOCTRINE. 
respects all acTIONS, BEINGS, and Events. 


God, whereby he had determined by himself what 
he willed to become of every man. 

‘* God not only foresaw the fall of the first man, 
and in him the ruin of his posterity ; but also dis- 
posed it after his own will. 

‘* The fall of man proceeded from the won 
drous counsel of God.” Joha Calvin. 

** God was the author of Adam’s sin.”’ 

Dr. Hopkins. 

* By immediately actin on the heart with en 
ERGY to produce the vorition, God rropuces ev- 
ery sinful act, and in this manner, from the begin- 
ning to the end of life, does God reprobate every 
sinner that is lost.” Dr. Emmons. 


Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of grea 





Y New-York.—There is one thing wanting still, 


joy which shall be to all people BineE: 


“There isan uTERNAL DETERMINATION, which 4 


‘¢ Predestination we call the eternal decree of “99 



























































































Ps. cx!v. 7, 8,9. Rev. v.11. Eph. i. 9,10, 11. 


171m. i. 1, 2,3. Matt. vi. 9, 10—xviii. 19. 
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the noted heorouet died at Montreal.—The! 


French gave him Christian burial in a pompous | 


manner ; the priest who attended him in his sick- 





| The publisher of the Universalist Magazine annqunees 


to the friends of that paper, that be has engaged the Rey 
Hosta BALLov, of Boston; the Rey. Hoska BALLov, 2d. 
of Roxbury; and the Rev. THomaAs WHITTEMORE, of 


,Cambridgeport, to edit that paper in future. ‘The talents 


ness, having pronounced the poor Indian to be aief these gentlemen, and their zeal in the cause of truth are 


true Christian ; ‘* for,(said he,) while I explain- 
edto him the passion of our Saviour whom the 
Jews crucified, he cried out, ‘©! that I had been! 
there, I would have revenged his death, and 
brought away their scalps.’ ”’ Plain Truth. 
rr 
SEPEN STRONG REASONS, 
For believing all men will be saved. 

‘And be ready always to give an answer to ev- 
ery man that asketh you a reason of the hope, 
that is In yon, with meeknegss and fear.”’ 

1 Peter, ni. 15. 
Reason 1. Because both reason and Revela- 
tion teach that God is good and mereiful to all 
men, created all things for his pleasure, and will 
accomplish bis purpose in the dispensation of the 
iulness of times ; andtt 1s meifher good nor mercr- 
ul to create beings to be endlessly miserable.— 


2 Gop has but one wit, and that he has er 
pressly revealed inthe Scriptures, viz. He witr 
have all men to be saved, and come to the know!l- 
edge of the trath ; and he is unchangeable, and 
cannot, therefore, have any other will. 1 Tim. 
.4. Phil. .13. James. 17. 

3. God sent his Son into the world, to do his 
wit, aud suffer nothing finally to be lost ; and 
with him was well pleased. John vi. 38—xvii. 
3. Matt. wu. 17. 

1. Jesus. in perfect obedience to his Father, 
save himself avansom for all men, tasted death 
for every man, and was a propitiation for the sins 
of the whole world. 1 ‘Tim. u. 5,6, 7. Heb. ii. 9. 
i John, iv. 10. 

5. The wire of God in the salvation of all, bar- 
montzes with the Promises and Prophecies of the 
Old and New Testaments. Gen. xii. 1,2, 5. Gal. 
m.8. Acts. 25,26. Ps. ii. 8—xxii. 27. Isa. 
xxv. 6,7, 8. Acts in 20,21. Rev. v. 13. 

6. All rational, benevolent creatures, would 
rejoice in the bliss of all men, and we are com- 
manded to pray for all, and that God’s witt may 
be done inearth, asin heaven. 1 John, iv. 20. 


He 


7. Since none but evil demons and unholy men 
are opposed to God’s impartial, benevolent, re- 
vealed, and perfect witt, and the Devil and all his 
works will be destroyed, we ought to be willing 
to labor and suffer reproach, trusting in the liv- 
ing God, who is the Saviour of all men, specially 
of those who believe. Rom. viii. 31,32. Heb. 
it. 14,15. I John, ii. 8. 1 Tim. iv. 10, 

Chris. Intel. 


Zcue religion, as revealed in the scriptures, may be com- 


too well known to render any remarks respecting their 
abilities necessary. 
The Universalist Magazine is issued every Saturday, 
from No. 10. Congressstreet, Boston.--The terms are Two 
Dollars and Fifty Cents, payable in advance. All those 
who may wish to become new subscribers, are requested t 
give notice to the publisher before the 30th of June next, as 
the 4th Volume of this work will commence at that time. 
aS 

GOSPEL HERALD. 
It is with pleasure we learn that this valuable paper wilt 
be continued, under the auspices of a socicty of gentlemen, 
who, as friends of TRUTH, have generously come tor 
ward to aid the Editor in presenting tothe public the [les 
ald of Salvation, laden with wisdom and instruction, and 
bearing the glad tidings of the gospel, ably defended, 
against all the attacks of the followers of John Calvin, o: 
the believers in unmerciful punishment. 





Subseriptuons for the above Works reecived at this Offices. 
SELECTED. 
‘WHY WEEPEST THOU >” 
Does gloomy fate, with sullen frown, 
Consume thy soul with care ? 
Hast thou the draught of misery known, 
Whose dregs are dark despair ? 
Art thou oppress’d with sorrow’s doom, 
Thy heart with anguish torn— 
O, soon that sad and cheerless gloom, 
Shall wake a brighter morn! 
Then why should sorrow wring thy brow— 
Say, mourner, say—-** Why weepest thou 
Does tender love bedeck the bier, 
Is dust—with dust inurn’d : 
Has one—aflection priz’d so dear, 
To Heaven and God—return’d ¢ 
The beauteous flower, that charms the Cys 
And decks the smiling plain 
With winter’s blast does iade, and dic, 
But dies-——to bloom again! 
Then why should sorrow wring thy brow— 
Say, mourner, say—‘* Why weepest thou 


DIED. 

In this City, on the 16th inst. of a consumption, Mr. J. 
son Shepard, son of the late Capt. Charles Shi pard, aces 
20. With a calmness and resignation which evinced a 
good mind, and a well grounded bope, he arranged his 
earthly concerns ; then patiently waited the approach ot 
death, trusting in humble confidence in that God whio is 
good unto all, and whose tender mercies are over al! bis 
works. 

NOTICE, 

While the Publishers return thanks to those suscribere, 
who have been punctual in complying with the terms of th 
Paper—they beg leave once more to request those who 
are in arrears, to comply with those terms immediately 
One half the year is past, and the remaining will soon come 
to a close.—And asa few weeks cannot make much dil 
ference with the Subscribers, but will be of great advan- 
tage or disadvantage to the Publishers--it is hoped that a 
cheerful! compliance will be the effect of this Notice. 
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FUBLISHKD SEMI-MUNTULY, AT $1 PER ANN. IN AD- 





pared to a plumb on the tree, covered withits bloom, 


VANCE, A FEW RODS SOUTH OF THE LITTLE BRIDGE. 














